Hospitalized children of substance-abusing parents and physically and sexually abused children: a comparison.
The symptoms and diagnoses of 58 psychiatrically hospitalized children aged 12 or under who were children of substance abusing parents (COSAPs) were compared with a matched group of 51 children who were not COSAPs. These two groups were further subdivided according to history or lack of history of physical and/or sexual abuse. Symptoms and diagnoses of COSAPs and physically and/or sexually abused (P/SAs) children differed significantly from the hospitalized group who were neither COSAPs nor P/SAs. Being a COSAP and/or P/SA are strong correlates of psychiatric hospitalization for the children studied. Both high-risk groups should be awarded special diagnostic and treatment consideration that would include their systematic identification and focused treatment.